
 
Local Rules – 2018 Season 
Meadow Gardens Golf Club 

 

 Drainage Areas – Applicable to Fairways only.  If your ball comes to rest in any noticeable 

drainage area that has been the result of previous course maintenance that is either: 

a) not fully grown in (there is a presence of dirt/sand or gravel or 

b) not level with the rest of the fairway (a depression is present)  

upon receiving validation from your playing partners that you are in a previously constructed 

drainage area, you may proceed under the provisions of “Ground Under Repair” and take a free 

drop within one club length of full relief – no closer to the hole.  This applies to balls in the 

fairway only.  Free relief is not applicable if your ball is in the rough. 
 
 

 Sand Bunkers 

There are times when the sand bunkers are not groomed as they should be and/or they are in 

rough shape due to the elements.  You can take relief “only” in the following circumstances: 

a.  You are in an obvious indentation caused by running water having run down 

the banks of the bunker due to heavy rains or excessive sprinkling. 

b.   Your ball is in a puddle or casual water within the bunker, and/or your stance 

would also put you in this water. 

c.   Your ball has come up against a drain pipe in the bunker and/or your stance 

or swing will be interfered with due to this drain pipe. 

 

In all of the above you are permitted to lift the ball and place it in the bunker, no closer to the 

hole, at the nearest point of relief from the situation above.  No matter how severe the situation 

is the ball must be placed in the bunker. 

 

Once “Winter Rules” are invoked and Lift, Clean and Place Rules are implemented, you will be 

able to lift your ball out of any bunker, rake the spot where your ball was, clean and replace 

your ball to its original spot.  You can also elect to play the ball as it lies.  This in only 

applicable during “Winter Rules” and the handicap computer is shut down for the season. 

 

In all other situations you are to play the ball as it lies, and “rub of the green” takes precedence.  

This includes being in footprints, rake furrows, animal tracks etc…   

 

Loose Impediments – You are permitted to remove rocks and/or pebbles in the bunkers that 

may directly be within your intended swing – both behind and in front of your ball.  Bunkers by 

design are to be free of these items, and in addition could pose a potential danger to your 

playing partners.  This is a local rule only and outside of the RCGA Rules of Golf which 

normally would refer to pebbles etc as loose impediments which cannot be removed from 

bunkers.  The RCGA does allow for a local rule whereby these rocks etc. can be referred to as 

“Movable Obstructions” – therefore permitting their removal.   All other loose impediments 

within a hazard cannot be removed and are considered rub of the green.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Driving Range Fencing along left of #9 Fairway. 

The Committee has determined that you are entitled to relief from the fence and/or posts, base 

boards etc…that border the BACK of the driving range only.  Take a stance giving you full 

swing relief, no closer to the hole and then take a drop within one club length of this relief.  The 

boundary fence to the left of #9 fairway along the roadside is “Out of Bounds” and needs to 

be played as such.  If your ball is outside the boundaries defined by the fence line you are OB 

and must re-tee.  If your ball is inside the fence you are in-bounds and can play it as it lies.  You 

are NOT entitled to relief from the netting, boards or anything else that defines the boundary of 

the golf course.  If the fence/boards/and/or netting interferes with your swing you can play the 

ball as it lies, or take an unplayable lie under the rules of golf.  (Rule 28 option a. re-tee / option 

b. would not be applicable / option c. drop within two club lengths no nearer the hole.  Penalty 

One Stroke.)  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 #3 Tee Box – OB Left – down #12 Fairway 

The Men’s Club has decided that the area to the left of #3 Fairway marked with White Stakes is 

“not” Out of Bounds for the purpose of their play.   

 

 #18 Tee Box – OB Left – down #16 Fairway 

The Men’s Club has decided that the area to the left of #18 Fairway marked with White Stakes 

“is” a danger to other golfers, and therefore the area to left of the white stakes is in fact Out of 

Bounds. 
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 ESA – relief.  Under the Rules of Golf, you are not permitted to stand in the ESA area to 

hit a ball that may still be inside the boundaries and in play.  You must be able to fully 

stand outside of the ESA in order to play your shot, otherwise you must proceed under the 

Lateral Hazard rules.  If there is no line designating the ESA, the line is presumed to be a 

straight line from point to point of the boundary stakes identifying the area as such.   

 

 

 Embedded Balls – Ball Lost In Leaves 

Weather conditions from time to time will result in balls potentially becoming embedded in the 

ground either in the rough, fairway, or anywhere on the course for that matter.  In those 

instances when it is “certain” the ball has become embedded because of abnormal ground 

conditions, you may place a ball at an agreed upon spot where it is believed the ball was lost, 

with no penalty incurred.  Also, the same can be said for balls which may be potentially lost 

under an accumulation of leaves on the golf course.  In those situations where it is relatively 

certain that a ball has been lost under an accumulation of leaves, you are permitted to place a 

ball at the nearest spot where the ball has been deemed to have been lost, with no penalty.  

Agreement on placement must be made in both instances with your playing partners. 

 

 

 Lateral Hazards – Fescue Marked and Unmarked 

All fescues areas on the golf course are deemed Lateral Hazards, whether marked or not marked 

by Red Stakes.  You are therefore permitted to play under the “Lateral Hazard” rules upon 

entering such areas which gives you a number of options, all of which are under penalty of one 

stroke, unless you elect to hit the ball where it lies.   

 

If you elect to play it where it lies and don’t get out in first attempt but can find the ball you 

can: 

 hit again. 

 declare the ball unplayable.  In this instance you would technically need to drop 

within a club length prior to taking the ball out of the fescue which means you can 

drop the ball outside of the fescue at “original point of entry” and proceed under the 

rules of “Lateral Hazards” but would incur a “TWO STROKE PENALTY” in this 

instance because you proceeded while in the hazard.  One stroke to declare the ball 

unplayable and one to take the ball out of the fescue.  For example, if your first stoke 

ended up in the fescue and you hit it but did not get out and now wanted to declare 

the ball unplayable you would be hitting your 5th shot outside of the fescue. 

 once you hit inside the fescue and do not get out in your first attempt, you can 

continue to try and hit your ball out of the fescue, but if at any time you want to 

declare the ball unplayable and remove it from the fescue you would incur a two 

stroke penalty per above, and your reference point for proceeding would begin at the 

“original” point of entry. 

 

 

If you elect not to play it where it lies and would like to proceed under the rules of “Lateral 

Hazards” you can: 

 

 at point of entry drop within two club lengths – no closer to the hole. 

 re-hit from original spot. 

 drop at a point anywhere on a straight line where the line is defined as a straight 

line drawn from the point of entry and the flagstick, no closer to the hole. 

 



 

There are a couple of other options available to you – please refer to relief from “Lateral 

Hazards” for guidance on these options.  

 

 

You are to play these areas much like that of a water hazard with a reminder that when 

taking a drop from a hazard that drop is to be taken at “Point of Entry” and not 

perpendicular to where the ball finished in the hazard.  
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 Unmarked Ground Under Repair 

If your ball is in a closely mown area through the green (fairway) and is in an obvious area that 

would have otherwise been marked as “Ground Under Repair”  you are entitled to one club 

length free relief under the GUR Rule.  This applies only to the fairway.  Unless there is an 

obvious area in the rough that common sense dictates would have or should have been marked 

as GUR such as an exposed drainage ditch or other areas in the midst of being repaired, there is 

no relief for sketchy lies in the rough.  You must get permission from your playing partners 

prior to obtaining this free relief.   

 

Bare spots or other areas that normally would have been deemed GUR within 15 yards of the 

green, whether in the rough, fairway or fringe, will be deemed GUR for our purposes, should 

your ball end up in such an area.  You will be entitled to free relief in this situation, regardless 

whether the area has been marked or not marked. 

 

 

 

 If an unusual situation takes place, play two balls and bring the situation to the attention 

of the Club Captain, Vice-Captain and/or Rules Committee after your round for a ruling. 
 

Any questions or concerns – please direct to John Faris – Handicap & Rules Chair 

       farisj@telus.net 


